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195 Island Park Ave.
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ain confidence and
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job and community.
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ATHLETICS VOLUNTEERS

To be eligible for Special Olympics Volunteers are the backbone of Special
an athlete must: Olympics. Each year over 11,000

Have a developmental disability.

individuals donate their time to provide the

; sports training and competition
EgveéggbgﬁgrSh?cs?cgael or older. opportunities in Defiance County and

e > . across the state. Whether you are
examination and information interested in coaching, officiating or

release form on file. assisting with an event, we have ample
Be a member of an accredited opportunities for you to get involved.
local Special Olympics
organization. Event Volunteers L
Special Olympics would not exist without
the time, energy, commitment and
enthusiasm of volunteers. Volunteers are
sought year-round to assist with sports
competitions and special events.
Volunteers are given a brief orientation
prior to events and most volunteer positions
are easy to learn. No experience is
necessary. Some volunteer opportunities
include:

« Athlete Escort — help athletes find their
events during competitions.

» Scorers and Timers — help with timing
and scoring at sports competitions.

» Awards Presenters — distribute awards
to the athletes after the competition.

» Spirit Section — groups who attend
events to cheer the athletes in
competition.

Sports Officials
Registered/sanctioned officials are always
sought for competition at the local,
sectional and state levels. Sports rules for
Special Olympics events are the same as
they are for competition for able-bodied
sports programs with a few possible
modifications. For example, high school
federation (OHSAA) rules are followed for
Special Olympics basketball and TAC rules
govern athletics.




